

















M. Conduct of a Special National il Spill Disaster Contingency Plan Meeting.

On 30 May 25, a special National Oil Spill Disaster contingency Plan meeting was conducted to review
the pollution response action plan post sinking of MSC Elsa 3 off Kochi. Director General Paramesh Sivamani,
AVSM, PTM, TM, DGICG chaired the meeting. Stakeholders from multiple government agencies collaborated
| to discuss response efforts ensuring a unified approach to protect the sensitive ecosystems of Kerala and South
Tamil Nadu'’s coastline and safeguard the livelihoods of fishermen affected by the incident.
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Boat with 600 litres
petrol seized while being
smuggled to Lanka

SP. LOGAMNATHAN | DC
RAMESWARAM, MAY 16

A Fibre boat with 600 litres of
petrol, meant to be smuggled to Sri
Lanka, was seized in the middle of
the sea near Rabbit Island.

IDharing a joint patrol in the Gulf
of MNannar Friday evening., the
Indian Coast Guard, in collabora-
tion with the customs departtment,
intercepted a fibre boat moving
suspiciously in the middle of the
sea near Rabbit Island, close to
MMandaparn.

When it was searched, it was
found that 600 litres of petrol was
stored in the boat to be smuggled to
Sri Lanka. Following this, the boat
with 600 litres of petrol was seized.

The three smugglers on the boat
are being interrogated.

Cargo vessel sinks off
Mangaluru, six rescued

ICG personnel conduct the rescue ol six crew members of cargo vessel BT

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhl

he Indian Coast Guard(ICGihas
rescued six crew members of a
cargo vessel that sank about 60
nautical miles off Mangaluru on its way
to Lakshadweep, officials said on Friday.

The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) also
shared on social media photographs of
its ship “Vikram, which was on patrol and
diverted for the search and rescue oper-
ation. "At 1215 hours on May 14, the 1CG
received a distress alert from MT Epic
Susul, a transiting vessel, reporting the
sighting of a small boat adrift with six sur-
wvivors onboard, approximately 52 nau-
tical miles off the coast of Surathkal,
Karnataka” a senior official said.

ICG ship "Vikram' was on routine
patrol in the area and immediately
diverted to the location. The Coast
Guard team swiftly located and safely
recovered all six survivors from the

The ICG had earlier said in a post on
X that it swiftly responded to a distress
alert and rescued six crew members of
MSV Salamath, which sank 60 nautical
miles off Mangaluru while on passage
from MNew Mangalore, Karnataka, to
Kadmatt Island, Lakshadweep.

After evacuation, all survivors were
given medical aid and brought 1o New
Mangalore Port, the Coast Guard said,

Prcliminar%' reports indicate that the
vessel, which left port on May 12, hegan
flooding at 5:30 am on May 14, leading
to its eventual sinking, it said. The ves-
sel was carrying a mixed cargo of cement
and construction materials. The exact
cause of flooding r i } . the
1CG said. The rescued crew members
Ismail Shareef, Alemun Ahmed Bhai
Ghavda, Kakal Suleman Ismail, Akbar
Abdul Surani, Kasam Ismail Mepani and
Azmal “abandoned the sinking vessel and
managed to embark on a small dinghy

dinghy, it said.

before being spotted’, it said.
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Container ship tilts near Kochi
coast, rescue operation launched

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MAY 24

ALIBERIAN-FLAGGED container
vessel MSCELSA 3 titled 38 nau-
tical miles off the Kochi coaston
Saturday, leading to many con-
tainers falling off into the sea.
Subsequently, Kerala State
Disaster Management Authority
(KSDMA) has issued an alert
across the state coast after the
containers with very low sulfur
fuel are likely to get washed
ashore.

The ship had departed
Vizhinjam port on Friday and
was slated to call on Kochi port
on Saturday.

Defence spokesman in Kochi
said that the Indian Navy and
coast guard, in a joint mission,
rescued 21 out of 24 crew on-
board the ship. Three crew
members are still in the ship. Of
the crew, the master is from
Russia, 20 others from the
Philippines, two from Ukraine
and one from Georgia.

The spokesperson said they
gota distress call on Saturday at

The ship had departed Vizhinjam port on Friday and was
slated to call on Kochi port on Saturday. AN

around 1.30 from the manage-
mentofthe ship seeking help, as
their ship had developed a list
(tilt) of 26 degrees. One Indian
Navy ship, two coast guard ships
and one Dornier aircraft were
pressed into the operation.
KSDMA member secretary
Dr Shekhar Kuriakose said peo-
ple along the coast and fisher-
men were asked not to touch the
containers that are likely to get
washed ashore. “There is every
chance for these containers to
reach the Kerala coast. The coast

guard hasinformed us thatpeo-
pleshould keep away from such
objects. There are also chances
of oil slick developing in certain
areas,” he said.

The developing situation is
being monitored closely by the
coastguard to prevent loss of life
and damage to the environment.

Data on MSC ELSA 3 shows
that the 184 meter-long cargo
shipis28-year-old and has called
on Vizhinjam port five times in
this month. The vessel was reg-
istered as MSCELSA in 2015.
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