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MISCELLANEOUS

On 24 Apr 25, ICG Regional HQs (East) conducted Regional SAREX-2025 at ICG Station Karaikal. As a
lead-up, seminars, workshop and a Table Top Exercise focusing on legal aspects of SAR and aircraft ditching
scenario were conducted with active participation from maritime agencies.

On 25 Apr 25, students and faculty from Raksha University visited Headquarters Coast Guard Western
Seaboard, Mumbai. The delegation received a comprehensive presentation on Indian Coast Guard
operations and visited MRCC, RoC (Mumbai) and ICG ship.
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Spanning 2.08 km, the bridge comprises
99 spans and a 72.5-metre-long
vertical lift span that can be raised up to
17 metre. allowing the smooth

passage of large ships while ensuring
seamless train operations

The sea bridge provides rail
link between Rameswaram
island and the mainland.
Built at a cost of over
#550 crore, this is India’s
first vertical sea-lift bridge

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi waves at a Coast
‘buard ship passing under
the new Pamban bridge in
Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu
onSunday | em

ICG apprehends suspectedillegal smuggling of betel nuts

Inaswiftandwell-coordinated
maritimeoperation, theIndian
Coast Guard Ship (ICG) suc-
cessfullyinterceptedandappre-
hended Indian Fishing Boat
(IFB) MaaBasanti (Registration
No:IND-WB-DS-MM-10023)
approximately 72 nautical miles
from Sagar Light, within the
Indian Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ).
Uponboardingandinspec-
tion, the vessel was found to
becarryingapproximately400-

450 gunny bags suspected to
illegalsmuggling of Betel Nuts,
eachbagweighinganestimated
50 to 60 kilograms. The total
weight of the consignment is
currently under verification.
A total of 14 crew members

were present on board at the
time of apprehension.

Following standard pro-
cedures, Maa Basanti was
escorted to Paradip Port by
ICG Ship and is scheduled to
arrive on 11 April 2025.
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Indian Coast Guard and Gujarat ATS seize
Rs 1,800 crworth of narcotics in high-seas op

NARESH BISWANI

ICG conductsregional-level searchand rescue exercise

PORBANDAR: In a major
operation, the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG), in a coordinated
overnight raid with the Guja-
rat Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS),
confiscated more than 300 kg
of methamphetamine worth
about Rs 1,800 crore. The coor.
dinated operation was carried
out between April 12 and 13
in the Arabian Sea, close to the
International Maritime Bound-
ary Line (IMBL), off the North
Maharashtra-South Gujarat
coast.

Based on relisble infor-
‘mation received from Gujarat
ATS, a Coast Guard ship on
multi-mission deployment in
the area was diverted 10 board
a suspected vessel atiempting
mid-sca transhipment. Upon
sighting the 1CG ship heading

have been taken o Porban.
dar for legal proceedings and

towards it, the suspect boat jet-
tisared its consignrment of nar-
cotics inta the sea and tried 1o
make a run towards the IMBL.

Despite an immediate
response, such as the deplay-
ment of a sea boat to retrieve
the dumped consignment and
a hot chase of the escaped

vessel, the suspect vessel suc-
ceeded in evading capture by
crossing over the IMBL. How-
ever, the ICG team did man-
age to retrieve a large amount
of methamphetanine from the
sea under difficult might-time
conditions

The seized narcotics

This ratd joins along list
of successful joint operations
between Gujarat ATS and the
ICG, in December 2023, mare,
than 200 kg of heroin worth
Rs 1,400 crore was seized in an
aperation off the Mandvi coast,
Kutch. The shipment, attrib-
uted to Pakistani handlers, was|
intended to be smuggled into|
India by sea route. In May 2022,
u Pakistani fishing boat with 56
kg of high-quality heroin val-
ued at Rs 350 crore was seized
aff the Gujarat eoast, and all the
crew were arrested while the|
Wlicit cargo was seized.

With this recent sepzure, the!
1CG and Gujarat ATS have col
lectively conducted 13 suceess-
ful anti-narcotics operations
recently,

Indian Coast Guard (ICG)
Regional Headquarters (East),
Chennai conducted Region-
al-level Search and Rescue
(SAR) Exercise on 24 April.
‘The exercise aimed at revali-
dating and enhancing coor-
dinationamongvarious mar-
itime and civil agencies in
respondingtodistresssituations
atsea,

Asaprecursor to this major
event a seminar, workshop,

and table-top exercise was
conductedon 21 April by ICG
Station Karaikal.

The event was graced by the
presence of distinguished dig-
nitariesincluding Soma Shekhar
Appa Rao, District Collector,
Karaikal, and T Aakash, District
Collector, Nagapattinam, along
with senior officials from the
1CG, district administration,

andvariousstakeholderorgan- ‘

isations,
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