


From the Director General’s Desk

Dear Reader,

Over the past decade, the Indian economy has witnessed remarkable growth and is
poised to become the world’s third-largest economy in the coming years. Owing to its
geostrategic location in the central Indian Ocean, between the Strait of Hormuz and the
Pacific Ocean, India is well positioned to explore new avenues of sea trade and maritime
development. The nation’s growth trajectory will inevitably drive an increase in seaborne
trade and commerce, with corresponding impacts on the marine ecosystem.

Further, India’s marine ecosystem, coastal communities, and industries particularly
fisheries and tourism are increasingly vulnerable to accidental oil spills. Recent incidents
off the coasts of Kerala and Karnataka, including the sinking of MV ELSA 3 and fires aboard
MV Wan Hai 503 and MV Maersk Frankfurt, underscore the requirement of a robust and
coordinated response mechanism for Hazardous and Noxious Substances (HNS) spill at
sea. The timely and effective assistance rendered by all stakeholders during these
operations were noteworthy, demonstrating the importance of a swift and calibrated
response in averting major ecological disasters near the Indian coast.

India must therefore prioritize the development of a dedicated HNS incident
management policy and enhance port-level capacity building. This should include
integrated chemical risk assessments, mandatory transparency of HNS cargo data,
regular multi-stakeholder drills, and the deployment of real-time detection and containment
technologies.

| extend my best wishes to all readers and stakeholders - Happy Reading!

Vayam Rakshamah. Jai Hind.

-

o ——

(S Paramesh)
Director General
Indian Coast Guard

24 Oct 2025
New Delhi
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EDITORIAL

India’s maritime trade continues to expand,
driven by .its extensive coastline and strategic
initiatives such as Sagarmala and PM GatiShakti.
While much of domestic and international shipping
still: depends on heavy fuel oil, the country is
actively exploring cleaner alternatives. Efforts are
underway to harness abundant renewable energy
sources to support green hydrogen -production,
expand LNG terminals across major ports,
enhance biofuel production from agricultural
residue, and strengthen shipbuilding capabilities
for retrofitting and innovation.

However, several challenges threaten to slow
India’s maritime growth. These include an over-
reliance on fossil-fuel-powered vessels for coastal
shipping, limited -availability -of alternative
bunkering facilities, an-urgent need for crew
training and robust safety regulations, and the
absence of clear fuel transition policies tailored to
the shipping sector.

This edition features discussions on the
enactment of domestic legislation for OPRC 1990
and the OPRC-HNS Protocol, deliberations-on
whether India should ratify the Biodiversity Beyond
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) High Seas Treaty, and
perspectives on transforming Sea Lines of
Communication -into Freight Corridors to
strengthen pollution response mechanisms. It also
explores the transformation of low-carbon
emission carriers through the adoption of
alternative fuels and future technologies. The
sinking of MV MSC ELSA 3 and the fire onboard
MV Wan Hai 503, which led to pollution response
operations, are featured in the India Watch section.

A warm thanks to all contributors to this edition
of Blue Waters. We also invite continued support
and valuable contributions from stakeholders
dedicated to the protection of the marine
environment.

f\ @—@‘/d
(Kundan)
Commandant

Joint Director (FE)
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EVENTS

AREA LEVEL POLLUTION RESPONSE
EXERCISE OFF NEW MANGALORE

An Area Level Pollution Response Exercise was
successfully conducted by Coast Guard District
Headquarters No. 3, New Mangalore, on 19 May 2025,
in coordination with the New Mangalore Port Authority.
The exercise was conducted at the Single Point
Mooring (SPM) of M/s MRPL off New Mangalore.

The event witnessed active participation from various
Oil Handling Agencies and representatives of key
stakeholders. The primary objective of the exercise was
to enhance inter-agency coordination and build synergy
among stakeholders & resource agencies to ensure an
effective response to potential oil spill incidents.

This exercise reaffirms the Indian Coast Guard’s
commitment to environmental protection and maritime
safety, while fostering a collaborative approach in
combating marine pollution.

Figure 1. Demonstration of PR equipment

The New Mangalore Port Authority (NMPA) acted
as the overall coordinator for mobilizing the Port’s
pollution response (PR) resources whereas a Coast
Guard team was deputed as observers for the Area
Level Pollution Response Exercise demonstration.

A total of 12 representatives from various
organizations, including NMPA, MRPL, HPCL, 10CL,
RIL, Aegis, and other key stakeholders participated in
the exercise.
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The lessons learnt during the exercise were briefed
to the concerned stakeholders viz need for better
coordination and communication between control post
and upper deck of PR vessel to avoid inadvertent
damage to boom and requirement for periodic
maintenance of PR equipment for smooth operation.

OPERATION OLIVIA : 2024-25

Operation Olivia

Operation Olivia is a coordinated annual initiative
aimed at safeguarding the Olive Ridley turtles during
their nesting season along the Odisha coast. Indian
Coast Guard has been conducting dedicated operation
“Op Olivia” since 1991 to support the effort of Govt of
Odisha to protect olive Ridley turtles during their
nesting season every year from 01 Nov to 31 May along
the coast of Odisha.

Recent Ops-Olivia was conducted from
01 November 24 to 31 May 25 and coordinated by
Coast Guard District Headquarters No. 7 (Odisha),
under the overall control of the Commander, Coast
Guard Region (North East).

Objectives for the Protection of Olive Ridley Turtles

The primary objective of Operation Olivia is to
ensure the safe arrival, mass nesting, and return of
Olive Ridley turtles along Odisha's coast, with special
focus on the nesting grounds at Gahirmatha Sanctuary,
Devi River mouth, and Rushikulya coast. These areas
are among the most important mass nesting sites for
the species, often referred to as "arribadas." To support
this goal, the operation enforces various legal
measures and notifications issued by the Government
of Odisha that are specifically designed to protect the
turtles and their habitat. Among these regulations, the
compulsory use of TED by trawlers stands out as a
critical step toward reducing turtle mortality caused by
fishing nets.

Additionally, the operation enforces a prohibition on
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