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Proceedings of the Nineteenth National Oil Spill Disaster Contingency Plan (NOS-DCP)

and Preparedness Meeting held at Chennai on 12 May 2014

1. The Nineteenth National Oil Spill Disaster Contingency Plan (NOS-DCP) and
Preparedness meeting was held at Hotel GRT Grand, 120, Sir Thyagaraya Road, T Nagar, Chennai
on 12 May 14. Vice Admiral Anurag G Thapliyal, AVSM & Bar, Director General, Indian
Coast Guard, chaired the meeting. The meeting witnessed active participation from various
government departments, ports and oil companies. 84 representatives from 46 organizations
attended the meeting.

2. In his inaugural address, the Chairman welcomed the delegates from various Ministries,
Departments of the Central and State Government, Regional Commanders of Indian Coast Guard,
members from major ports and oil handling agencies and the media. Highlighting the back to back
oil spill incidents from pipelines at Mahul creek and Uran, the DGICG urged persons in charge of
ports and oil installations to review their plans and resources for oil spill contingencies to prevent
any recurrence. The Chairman expressed concern over the fact that response to NOS-DCP Circulars
had been far from satisfactory and urged all concerned to take urgent steps towards fulfillment of
the requirements set out in the NOS-DCP Circulars. The Chairman lauded the keen participation
of the stakeholders in the NATPOLREX exercise at sea and the successful conduct of IMO OPRC
Level 1 and Level 2 courses for Maldivian and Sri Lankan officers under the trilateral cooperation
program. The Chairman requested all stakeholders to endeavour to train adequate numbers of
personnel and regularly conduct mock drills and exercises. The full text of the Chairman’s inaugural
address is placed at Annexure ‘A’.
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3. Comdt (JG) Amit Uniyal, Dy Director(FE) presented an overview of NOS-DCP
activities since the last NOS-DCP meeting  in May 2013. A handout of the presentation is placed
at Annexure ‘B’

4. Dr. RS Kankara, Scientist ‘F’, ICMAM-PD made a presentation on “Sensitivity Mapping”.
The presentation highlighted the need for sensitivity mapping, its methodology and the factors
taken into consideration for development of sensitivity maps. A handout of the presentation is
placed at Annexure ‘C’

5. Dr. Balakrishnan Nair, Head-ISG, INCOIS made a brief presentation on the “Online Oil Spill
Advisory” system developed by INCOIS. A handout of the presentation is placed at Annexure ‘D’.

6. The Chairman thereafter released the experimental version of the Online Oil Spill Advisory
system by INCOIS and the draft revised NOS-DCP prepared by the Directorate of Fisheries and
Environment Protection, Coast Guard Headquarters, New Delhi.

7. Following the release of the draft revised NOS-DCP, DIG AA Hebbar, TM, Director (FE),
CGHQ made a presentation to briefly introduce the salient features of the revised plan. A handout
of the presentation is placed at Annexure ‘E’.

8. The actionable agenda from previous meetings discussed and deliberated upon during the
19th NOS-DCP meeting included Tier-1 facilities at MbPT and JNPT, preparation of local
contingency plan, mapping of no-OSD use areas, oil fingerprinting laboratory, surveillance system
by ports against illegal discharge, Tier-1 capabilities, promulgation of optimum response time,
requirement of identifying private OSROs, bunker information in PANS, programme for joint
inspections, operation of vessels beyond SEZ and OPRC amendments to MS Act, 1958. Discussions
and decision on the actionable points of previous meetings is placed at Annexure ‘F’.

9. Specification of dedicated Oil Spill Response Officer (OSRO) at port facilities and oil
installation, creation of centre of excellence, subsea well intervention systems and subsea oil
spill dispersant systems, establishment of shoreline response trailer in every coastal state, and
streamlining of OSD approval system were amongst the points discussed under new agenda. The
discussions and decision on new agenda points is placed at Annexure ‘G’.

10. In his concluding address, the Chairman stated that it was his strong belief that everyone
stands to gain and enrich their collective knowledge and experiences through continuing
engagements in the form of meetings, joint exercises and other fora to emerge better prepared to
tackle any issues relating to oil pollution response. The Chairman earnestly requested all  concerned
agencies to expedite issues that are long pending and seek all necessary assistance from the
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Coast Guard, where necessary. The Chairman particularly requested that comments on the
draft revised NOS-DCP may be forwarded in a time bound manner so that the revised NOS-DCP
may be implemented without delay. The text of the Chairman’s concluding address is placed at
Annexure ‘H’.

11. A summary of actionable points is placed at Annexure ‘J’.  The programme of the meeting
and the list of delegates attended the meeting are placed at Annexure ‘K’ and Annexure ‘L’
respectively.

12. This is for information and necessary action.

(AA Hebbar)
Dy Inspector General
Director (Environment)
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Annexure ‘A’

(Refers to para 2)

INAUGURAL ADDRESS BY THE DGICG

Regional Commanders of the Indian Coast Guard, representatives of various ministries and

departments of the central and state governments, members representing major ports and oil

handling agencies, members representing other stakeholders, and distinguished participants,

Good morning and a very warm welcome to the 19th NOS-DCP and Preparedness meeting

here at Chennai.

1. Perhaps, one could not be more pleased at this point in the process and I appreciate all

the good work being put in by everyone to gear up for oil spills. I also appreciate your participation

in this important forum. As we are all aware, the objective of this annual meeting is to review our

preparedness and response capabilities, with the common aim to prepare ourselves to respond

to any oil spill contingency in Indian waters. In the course of the meeting, we shall take stock of

our capabilities and limitations and also review the progress made on the various issues since

the last NOS-DCP meeting held at Dehradun on 31 May 2013.

2. To begin with, there were two oil spill incidents in the past year; considerable leakage of

oil from a pipe line at Mahul Creek in Mumbai Port Trust that transports crude oil to the BPCL

refinery in Chembur which was detected on 29 Oct 2013, and closely preceded by another

incident on 07 Oct 2013 due to rupture of the ONGC’s Mumbai High-Uran pipe line at its Uran

plant across Mumbai harbour. We share the concerns of the Maharashtra Pollution Control Board

on the response of the entities in both these incidents, and urge persons in charge of all ports

and oil installations to review their plans and resources for oil spill contingencies to prevent a

recurrence.

3. Besides these two incidents, there was also the potential threat of oil spill from the 230

odd tonnes of bunkers trapped in the m.v. Bingo, consequent to its sinking in the approaches to

Hoogly harbour. The Kolkata Port Trust authorities and the West Bengal Pollution Control Board



played a proactive role in pursuing with the owners for removal of the trapped oil through a contract

with M/s Smit Salvage whilst the Coast Guard deployed its ships and aircraft to monitor the

wreck and responded to the occasional minor spills.

4. Distinguished participants would be aware that the Coast Guard has instituted numerous

measures, through issuance of Chairman NOS-DCP Circulars, to enhance the preparedness

for oil spills. These include the requirement of installing radar oil spill detection system at sea

ports and oil handling facilities, requirement of a certificate of endorsement by persons in-charge

of ports and oil installations to ensure accountability for the facility oil spill contingency plans, and

requirement of pre-booming of tankers at alongside berths and SPMs, or equivalent

arrangements. However, compliance has been far from satisfactory and I would urge all

stakeholders to take urgent steps for fulfillment of the requirements set out these Circulars.

5. Perhaps, all of us are agreed on the fact that even the best of equipment would be in vain

if we do not maintain adequately trained and motivated manpower to respond to contingencies

and regularly rehearse our response procedures. Thus, when the Coast Guard conducted the

fifth, annual, national level pollution response exercise, or NATPOLREX-V, off Mumbai, on 9th

and 10th December 2013, to validate preparedness for oil pollution response and rehearse

synchronized deployment of the resources of all agencies, it was indeed heartening to witness

the participation of the resources of the SCI, Mumbai and Jawaharlal Nehru port trusts, ONGC,

Navy and other resource agencies, alongside that of the Coast Guard.

6. Gentlemen, while I would urge all the stakeholders to continue with their enthusiastic

participation, with assets, in the NATPOLREX exercises, I would like to draw your attention to the

fact that NATPOLREX-V achieved two significant milestones – the maiden participation of an

Indian Air Force Super Hercules C130J aircraft ushering possibilities for spraying of oil spill

dispersants at enhanced rates and the first-ever participation of ten International observers from

Maldives and Sri Lanka who were also trained in back-to-back IMO OPRC Level 1 and Level 2

programs at Mumbai by the Coast Guard. These ten personnel, five each from Maldives and

Sri Lanka were trained by the Indian Coast Guard in IMO OPRC level 1 and level 2 courses

conducted from 24 November to 11 December 2013 as part of Indo-Maldives-Sri Lanka Trilateral

Cooperation program.
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7. Well, we have been witnessing a growing interest and participation of the industry

stakeholders in our IMO OPRC Level 1 and Level 2 training programs. Since the last NOS-DCP

meeting, the Indian Coast Guard has trained 116 personnel of various stakeholders in IMO

Level 1 course, apart from 48 personnel in Level 2 course jointly with AMET University. I would

request all Stakeholders to collectively endeavor to train adequate numbers of personnel and

regularly conduct mock drills and exercises for managing pollution response.

8. Before I conclude my address, I must say that in spite of the numerous hurdles and

hindrances, we have pulled together quite appreciably thus far. Nevertheless, I would like to

emphasize that it is important for persons in charge of ports and oil installations to put in

place necessary preventive measures and maintain adequate preparedness for any oil spill

contingency which is only possible, if everyone works together towards this common goal.

9. I wish to reiterate that the aim for the conduct of this NOS-DCP meeting is to review

our preparedness for oil spill contingencies and work towards its enhancement. With these

opening remarks I look forward to successful deliberations in the meeting.

Jai hind
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PRESENTATION BY DR RS KANKARA, SCIENTIST ‘F’, ICMAM-PD
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PRESENTATION BY DR BALAKRISHNAN NAIR, HEAD-ISG, INCOIS
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Annexure ‘F’

(Refers to para 8)

DISCUSSION AND DECISION ON ACTIONABLE POINTS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

1. Tier-1 facilities at MbPT and JNPT

MbPT to draft oil spill contingency plan and establish Tier-1 pollution response facilities at the

earliest. RHQ (West) to monitor the progress.

Deliberations

The representative of Mumbai Port Trust intimated that a fresh tender had been floated on

04 Mar 14 for establishment of Tier-1 pollution response facilities for a period of five years. The

tender is due on 27 May 14. DDG (Ops & CS) observed that the point had been pending for a

very long time. JS (Ports) assured that response equipment would be provisioned in a time

bound manner.

Decision

MbPT to progress drafting of oil spill contingency plan and establish Tier-1 pollution response

facilities at the earliest. RHQ (West) to facilitate.

Action by : MbPT

2. Preparation of Local Contingency Plan

Coastal States/Union Territories to progress Local Contingency Plan for early promulgation. Regional

Commanders to monitor progress. Secretary NOS-DCP to review status in December 2013.

Deliberations

Director (FE) appraised the detailed status as received from the Coast Guard Regional

Commanders.

Gujarat Govt. was deliberating the plan at various forums. The Principal Secretary, Ministry of

Environment & Forests, Govt. of Gujarat was handed over the Model LCP on 07 Jun 2011.

Progress is awaited.

Daman Administration requested CGHQ for advice on preparing the LCP on 31 Jul 2013.

They were advised on 14 Aug 2013 to consult RHQ (North-West) and intimated availability of

sample plan on CG website.
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Maharashtra LCP is pending for approval of the state government.

Goa LCP is being actively progressed by the state government for an early preparation as per

guidelines of NOS-DCP Circular. D (FE) added that Goa State Pollution Control Board were

proactive and had not only trained its personnel in Level 1 and Level 2 courses but also participated

in NATPOLREX exercise. They had also scheduled another training program by NIO Goa.

Karnataka LCP was vetted by CGHQ and returned on 17 Oct 2012. It is since held with the state

government for incorporating corrections.

Kerala LCP was vetted twice by CGHQ and returned to RHQ (West) on 11 Sep 2012 and

03 May 2013. The plan received after making good the observations was returned to DHQ-4

by RHQ (West) on 04 Apr 14 for incorporation of amendments. It was presently pending with

state government for incorporation of amendments.

Lakshadweep LCP was vetted and returned with observations to the Administration. RHQ (West)

intimated that the UT Administration is being impressed upon for early resubmission.

Tamil Nadu LCP has been prepared by concerned state government authorities and submitted

to Revenue Dept. for inclusion in the State Disaster Management Plan. RHQ (East) intimated

that the plan is expected to be received for vetting by June 2014.

Puducherry LCP was vetted by the District Collector in March 2014. CSO (Ops), East intimated

that the LCP had been received at RHQ (East) for vetting.

Andhra Pradesh has sought assistance of the National Institute of Oceanography, Goa for

preparation of LCP in September 2012. The representative of the AP Pollution Control Board

stated that there has been no progress by NIO. The DGICG was of the view that NIO should give

priority for early fructification of LCP. The representative of NIO stated that drafting of the

LCP would be taken up as a project and assured that the concerned colleague would respond

in a week’s time.

Odisha LCP was analysed and returned on 21 Aug 2013 for making good deficiencies. The

Govt. of Odisha is being liaised for finalizing the plan.

West Bengal LCP as approved by the Dept. of Environment, Govt. of West Bengal was

received at CGHQ on 21 Mar 14 and returned with observations on 28 Mar 14. The LCP is

pending with the state government since 01 Apr 14.
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A&N LCP was submitted by the A&N Administration, Pollution Control Committee (ANPCC) to

RHQ (A&N) on 03 Nov 2011. It was vetted and returned with observations on 08 Dec 2011.

ANPCC has thereafter intimated that the LCP will be finalized on receipt of inputs from Pollution

Control Board and NIO Goa. There has been no further progress on the LCP.

Taking note of the status of the LCPs of the coastal states, the DGICG observed that a few

issues were lingering on for a long time and required to be pursued vigorously. The DGICG

urged that all stakeholders complete the LCPs in a time bound manner and assured that the

ICG will take minimum time for vetting of the LCP.

Decision

Coastal States to progress Local Contingency Plan for early promulgation. Regional Commanders

to facilitate progress and also write a DO letter to urge progress, if necessary.

Action by: All Coastal States/UTs

3. Sensitive areas along the Coast and High seas for use of Dispersants

MoEF may issue Government notification on no-OSD use areas as decided in Committee of

Secretaries meeting on 02 Dec 2011.

Deliberations

D (FE) stated that a Technical Committee constituted to draft and finalize notification on “No Oil

Spill Dispersant (OSD)-use Areas" held a meeting on 06 Nov 2012. The meeting had inter alia

decided that information on the eco-sensitive areas all along the coast collected by the National

Centre for Sustainable Coastal Management (NCSCM) may be provided to the MoEF for

consideration by the Committee. D (FE) added that the Addl Director MoEF had intimated in the

18th NOS-DCP meeting that report of the NCSCM is due only in Mar/Dec 2015. Dr. Kankara

from ICMAM PD intimated that it may take 2-3 years for mapping of sensitive area. The DGICG

suggested that the mapping may be expedited by MoEF since the data is critical to deciding

response priorities and deploying response resources.

Decision

CGHQ may pursue the case with the MoEF. Point to be deleted.
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4. Oil Finger Printing Laboratory

DoST may pursue establishment of oil fingerprinting capabilities as directed by the Committee

of Secretaries meeting on 02 Dec 2011.

Deliberations

The representative of NIO Goa intimated that DoST contracted the job to NIO at a cost of

approximately Rs 3.77 lakhs. Equipment had been ordered and would be installed in two to three

months time, and the laboratory would be established by September 2014. DGICG suggested

that representatives of ICG and DoST may jointly visit the laboratory when established. The

representative of NIO welcomed the proposal of the DGICG.

Decision

Representatives of ICG and DoST may jointly review the oil fingerprinting laboratory at NIO Goa

by December 2014.  Point to be deleted.

5. Radar Oil Spill Detection Capabilities

Coast Guard to issue circular for installation of oil spill detection software in VTS, VTMS, VATMS,

OSVs of oil agencies. Ports and Oil agencies to establish radar oil spill detection capabilities.

MoS and MoPNG to monitor progress.

Deliberations

D (FE) intimated that Chairman NOS-DCP Circular requiring establishment of radar oil spill

detection capabilities at ports and oil installations, and OSVs was issued on 19 Jun 2013.

D (FE) further added that Chennai Port VTS had installed Radar Oil spill detection facility

capable of detecting oil up to 2 nautical miles.

The representative of Karaikal Port intimated that their existing 4 kW radar was not compatible

for installing oil spill detection software patch. The representative further added that 25 kW radar

would cost around Rs 80 lac and even the software patch for existing radars cost Rs 25 lac as

royalty charges.

The DDG (Ops & CS) suggested that the cost of installing oil spill detection capabilities as an

aid to early detection was negligible in comparison to the costs of cleanup, particularly if

detection was delayed.
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ONGC intimated that since trials on their OSVs had yielded ranges of only about two kilometers

they were now examining satellite based surveillance system. DGICG observed that costs of

satellite surveillance were prohibitive and radar oil spill detection capabilities were cost effective

regardless of detection ranges.

The representative of Mundra Port suggested that since they received a line feed from the VTMS

established in the Gulf of Khambat, the VTMS radars may be equipped with oil spill detection

capabilities.

JS (Ports) assured that suitable directives will be issued requiring all major ports to be equipped

with radar oil spill detection capabilities and that MoS will approach DGLL for installaing oil spill

detection capabilities in the Gulf of Khambat VTMS radars.

The DGICG observed that the technical issues would be required to be studied in greater depth

and that details of capabilities installed at Chennai Port would serve as a useful reference. The

DGICG further stated that apart from major ports, minor ports were also expected to install oil

spill detection capabilities in their radars in a progressive manner.

Decision

CGHQ to seek details of Chennai Port radar oil spill detection system and disseminate to all

concerned stakeholders.

MoS will issue suitable directives requiring all major ports to be equipped with radar oil spill

detection capabilities in a time bound manner.

MoS will issue suitable directives requiring DGLL to install oil spill detection capabilities in the

Gulf of Khambat VTMS radars.

Ports and Oil agencies to establish oil spill detection capabilities. MoS and MoPNG to monitor

progress.

Action by: Ports/Oil Agencies/CGHQ

6. Tier-1 Capabilities

Ports and Oil Agencies to equip for Tier-1 oil spill response capabilities.
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Deliberations

Appraising of the status, D (FE) stated that there were inadequacies in the Tier-1 equipment of

certain ports and oil agencies and that the inadequacies of equipment at the port facilities had

also been brought out by the Chairman National Shipping Board in his Committee Report in

October 2013.

The DGICG urged that Tier-1 facility must be created in a specific time frame and all units must

facilitate the case before any exigencies occur.

Decision

Ports and Oil Agencies are to equip with Tier-1 oil spill response capabilities. Point to be

deleted.

7. Promulgation of Optimum Response Time

Oil companies to submit risk analysis to CGHQ by 30 Jun 2013. OISD to convene meeting in

July 2013 for finalization of response times.

Deliberations

D (FE) stated that a meeting was convened by OISD on 03 July 2012. As per the meeting

decision, all oil companies were to submit Risk Analysis report to the Coast Guard including

worst case scenario, time for slick to reach the shoreline, and time required to mobilize OSR

Tier-1 facility and reach the farthest possible oil spill in their area of operation.

ONGC in its action taken report had indicated submission of risk analysis reports in respect of

its western and eastern offshore assets to OISD.

DDG (Ops & CS) stated that it needs no reiteration that if Tier-1 response equipment is held,

unless it is suitably located, it will not facilitate immediate response.

Decision

Oil handling agencies are to suitably position resources at oil installations so as to ensure

spill response within the time limits specified for Tier-1 facilities. OISD is to issue suitable

directives.

Action by: OISD/Oil agencies
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8. Requirement of identifying Private OSRO

MoEF and DG Shipping/ MoS may offer comments on the draft approach paper expeditiously

to enable finalisation of the approach paper.

Deliberations

Briefing on the background, D(FE) stated that a concept paper was drafted by ICG in

February 2012 and circulated by the Ministry of Defence to all stakeholders in March 2012.

As of date comments have been received from all agencies except Ministry of Shipping.

JS (Ports) informed that comments of MoS would be intimated shortly. D (FE) added that

once received, amended paper will be submitted for consideration of Committee of Secretaries

through the MoD.

Decision

D(FE) to consolidate comments and submit to MoD. Point to be deleted.

9. Bunker information in PANS

DG Shipping is to examine the case for inclusion of bunker information in PANS at the earliest.

Deliberations

Appraising of the background, D (FE) stated that a case for inclusion of bunker information

in PANS by way of amendment to N.T. Branch Circular No. NT/ISPS/Ports/13/2005 dated

21 Nov 2005 was taken up with DG Shipping in September 2012. In November 2012,

DG Shipping requested ICG to examine as to whether inclusion of Bunker Information in PANS

is an international best practice and also sought list of countries following such a practice. The

query was promptly replied and followed up with DG Shipping.

D (FE) further stated that after active persuasion by CGHQ, DG Shipping had advised a

separate meeting with IPA to understand the existing availability of information under the port net

community system, so as to avoid duplication of information being sought from ship/agent.

Two meetings were held with the IPA. The codes have been received from IPA and are being

examined by the IT Directorate at CGHQ.

Decision

D (FE) to progress the case. Point to be deleted.



30

10. Programme for Joint Inspections

Joint inspections of ports and oil agencies may be conducted as per an annual schedule.

Schedule for FY 2013-14 may be worked out by D (FE)/CGHQ in consultation with MoS/OISD.

Deliberations

D (FE) stated that a calendar was drawn up in consultation with MoS and OISD for joint inspection

of five ports and six OHAs. Joint inspection was conducted in respect of four ports, viz.,

Vishakapatnam (13 Aug 2013), JNPT/ MbPT (19/20 Aug 2013), and Kochi (22 Nov 2013) and

two OHAs, viz., Kochi Port SPM (09 Aug 2013) and HPCL Vizag SPM (08 Jan 14). Amongst the

scheduled inspections, joint inspection of Kandla port and OHAs in the GoK did not materialize

RHQ (East) and Maharashtra Maritime Board proposed that periodic joint inspections may also

be instituted for non major ports. D (FE) suggested that a separate methodology would be

required to be worked out since the non-major ports are administered by the state

governments unlike the major ports which are administered by the Central government.

Decision

The system of annual joint inspections of major ports and oil agencies may be continued. D(FE)

to schedule these inspections in consultation with MoS/ OISD.  D(FE) to work out the modalities

of joint inspections of non-major ports and issue policy letter.  Point to be deleted.

11. Operation of vessels beyond SEZ

CGHQ to seek inputs from RHQ(North-West) on SEZ regulations that prevent usage of tugs

outside the SEZ for oil spill response operations and take up the matter with Ministry.

Deliberations

D (FE) stated that inputs on SEZ regulations were received from RHQ (North-West) on

28 Mar 14 and matter has been taken up with the Ministry of Finance on  25 Apr 14 for exemption

of vessels operating in SEZ under rule 34 of SEZ Rules in case vessels required by Coast Guard

as per the NOS-DCP to respond to oil spill emergency, or participate in a scheduled oil spill

response exercise.

DDG (Ops & CS) added that regardless, it would be responsibility of the ports to obtain

necessary clearances under the existing rules for their vessels and craft to be deployed as

required by the Coast Guard for oil spill response.
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The representative of Adani Port and SEZ intimated that crew competence and insurance

would be additional issues. The crew appointed to the tugs is harbour qualified only. The

insurance of the craft would be null and void if the craft were to be deployed beyond the SEZ

limits. D (FE) responded that ICG will process the case with DG Shipping for exemption of

crew competence and suggested that Adani Ports may forward the insurance documents

to the Coast Guard for examination of clauses.

Decision

D (FE) to pursue case for exemption of crew competence requirements with DG Shipping.

RHQ (North-West) to obtain insurance documents of port tugs from M/s Adani Ports and forward

to CGHQ. D(FE) to examine clauses.

Action by: Adani Port and SEZ/RHQ (North-West)/CGHQ

12. OPRC Amendments to MS Act, 1958

DG Shipping may progress case for early incorporation of OPRC amendments to MS Act, 1958.

Deliberations

D (FE) intimated that both OPRC and OPRC-HNS amendments to MS Act are linked. MoS

had been intimated of amenability of Coast Guard to assume responsibility for HNS. A

Committee has been constituted under Jt DG Shipping with D(FE) as member to address

concerns of the Coast Guard regarding capacity and capability for HNS response. Draft Note

for Cabinet is expected to be prepared accordingly by the DG Shipping.

Decision

DG Shipping may progress case for early incorporation of OPRC amendments to MS Act, 1958.

Point to be deleted.



Annexure ‘G’

(Refers to para 9)

DISCUSSION AND DECISION ON NEW AGENDA POINTS

1. Dedicated Oil Spill Response Officer

CSO (Ops), Coast Guard Region (East) suggested that the ports and other agencies dealing

with oil should have a dedicated Oil Spill Response Officer (OSRO) with adequate experience

and training in the field. He added that presently, in most of the cases, the oil spill response

duties are shouldered by individuals as a secondary duty. As a result, the oil spill response

preventive activities/ training do not get due attention. He further proposed that certain

qualifications be made mandatory for appointment of oil spill response officer so that only trained

staff  handles  contingencies.

Deliberations

D (FE) responded that the need for a dedicated Oil Spill Response officer (OSRO) is addressed

by the revised draft NOS-DCP. A Chief Incident Controller and other members are required

to be designated by each facility, and names and contact details of such designated persons

intimated to all concerned authorities.

COMCG (East) added that there needs to be adequate backup i.e., adequate trained  manpower

must be identified in the contingency plan; particularly in major ports handling large oil tankers.

D (FE) intimated that the incident management team as defined in the revised draft NOS-DCP

caters to all types of ports to deal with all levels of contingencies.

Decision

Issue is addressed in the revised draft NOS-DCP. Point to be deleted.

2. Pooling of Tier-1 equipment

The representative of Karaikal Port proposed that since they are in very close proximity of

Chemplast Sanmar and Chennai Petroleum Corporation and also have an MoU with these

agencies to combat any oil spill incident, the mutually shared equipment may be considered as

fulfilling Tier-1 inventory instead of each terminal owning individual set of equipment. He added

that such a provision will reduce financial burden since the cost of procurement of additional

Tier-1 equipment as per new guidelines would run into crores of rupees.
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Deliberations

DDG (Ops & CS) stated that pooling of resources is intended to meet requirement of

responding to larger spills and not fulfill basic Tier-1 requirement.

The representative of MARG Karaikal Port added that the terminals are less than two

kilometers apart.

CSO (Ops), East stated that Karaikal Port had commenced receiving large oil tankers thus

compounding the risk. The representative of Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board stated that

they required compliance with Tier-1 inventory guidelines promulgated by the Coast Guard.

The DGICG observed that there would be no end to dilution of the guidelines and that the

MoU for mutual aid will assist in responding to larger spills and not serve to fulfill the minimum

requirement at individual ports and terminals.

Decision

Each port is to maintain Tier-1 capability as per their categorization. Point to be deleted.

3. Oil Spill Response Hub

The Maharashtra Maritime Board proposed that equipment for oil spill response is expensive

and a minor port may not be able to meet the inventory carrying cost or have dedicated personnel

for maintenance and deployment of these equipment. Many ports have not purchased or have

delayed purchase of oil spill response equipment due to same reason. The Board recommended

that private OSRO may be developed who can invest in equipment and personnel to

provide professional services during oil spill in a dedicated area (within 100km) in a given time

frame.

Deliberations

DGCIG observed that this point is similar to the earlier point by MARG Karaikal. The DGICG

added that a hub of resources is intended to meet requirement of responding to larger spills and

not fulfill basic Tier-1 requirement.

Decision

Each port is to maintain Tier-1 capability as per their categorization. Point to be deleted.
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4. Creation of Tier-2 or Tier-3 OSRO within the Country

The representative of ONGC proposed that the Coast Guard may initiate discussions jointly

with OISD and oil handling agencies for creation of either co-operative (as being operated

in other countries) or an oil spill association (which also functions in some countries). The

co-operative or association could be a joint venture too. The representative added that M/s OSRL

charged Rs 70 lakh as membership fees and had recently increased the subscription fees

by nearly three times.

Deliberations

The DGICG stated that OSRO approach paper has been drafted. Comments had been received

from all agencies except MoS. ICG will pursue the case with MoD once comments were received

from MoS. JS (Ports) once again assured that comments of MoS would be forwarded shortly.

D (FE) suggested that in US, Canada, Australia, Japan, Korea, etc it was the oil majors who had

taken a lead in setting up Tier-2 and Tier-3 inventories and there was no precedence of

governments establishing large scale inventories.

DDG (Ops & CS) added that, like many other countries, such a cooperative would be best

established if ONGC or any major oil company would lead the oil industry in its setting up.

Decision

OSRO paper is being progressed by the Coast Guard. Point to be deleted.

5. Coast Guard Center of Excellence

The representative of ONGC proposed that capacity may be built for assessing perceived oil

spill risk either through creating centre of excellence within Coast Guard or entering MoU with

specialized organization like INCOIS and ICMAM-PD.

Deliberations

The DGICG agreed that oil spill response is a multi-disciplinary subject and required pooling of

expertise for effective preparedness planning and response. The DGICG noted that the ICG had

a catalytic role in the subject. As regards the setting up a centre of excellence, there were two

aspects viz., hardware and knowledge. The hardware would have to be established as per the

contingency planning requirements. The knowledge part would be addressed by the Coast Guard

Academy which was coming up in Kerala wherein the School of Pollution Response would be
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developed as a center of excellence. The school is envisaged to conduct courses up to post

graduate level in marine environment protection for Coast Guard and other agencies.  It could

also offer regular training courses to the ports and oil handling agencies.

Decision

The Coast Guard Academy once in place will serve as Centre of Excellence. In the interim

the Committees provided for in the revised NOS-DCP will facilitate provision of expert advice.

Point to be deleted.

6. Subsea Well Intervention System and Subsea OSD System

D (FE) brought out that the Gulf of Mexico oil spill and also the gas leak in KG Basin have proved

that subsea well intervention system and subsea OSD system would be critical in efficiently

responding to an underwater spill source from an oil installation. He added that there is a need to

identify the source, system, and procedure for mobilizing these subsea systems and specify

these in both, the facility plan and the NOS-DCP. D(FE) further stated that these capabilities are

now reflected as national capabilities in the revised draft NOS-DCP.

Deliberations

ONGC intimated that blow outs are of different nature and that the capping stack has to be

designed as per blow out/ accident. Besides, M/s OSRL who have positioned such systems at

Singapore, UK, US and Brazil post Macondo spill are only offering the equipment while the oil

company demanding the equipment will have to separately arrange for the capping services.

The representative of DGH intimated that the rules cater for adequate safeguards and require

that preparedness be maintained to mitigate all risks. DGH further added that OISD is mandated

to ensure compliance of safety standards at the offshore installations. It was agreed that ONGC

will forward a detailed report for consideration at CGHQ and a meeting will thereafter be held

with participation of DGH, OISD and oil agencies.

Decision

ONGC to forward a detailed report on subsea well intervention systems and subsea dispersant

application systems for offshore installations in Indian waters. D (FE) to examine report and

convene a meeting of all concerned to discuss modalities for its incorporation in the facility

contingency plan.

Action by: ONGC/CGHQ
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7. Shoreline Response Trailer

D (FE) proposed that as part of preparedness for attending to oil pollution damage to its

shoreline, it is preferable that every coastal State maintains a standard shoreline response

inventory which is mounted, ready for use, on a trailer. In the event of a larger spill, trailers

from other coastal States can be rapidly mobilized to the impacted site. D (FE) added that

the shoreline inventory is now reflected under national capabilities in the revised draft

NOS-DCP.

Deliberations

The representatives of State pollution control boards welcomed the proposal. COMCG (West)

stated that such inventory is envisaged under the Local Contingency Plan and requires to be

established by all Coastal States. COMCG (West) added that the need was already demonstrated

by the m.v. MSC Chitra oil spill.

Decision

Coastal States may initiate steps to establish shoreline response inventory mounted on a

trailer for ease of mobilization. Coast Guard Regional Commanders may facilitate the process

and also write a DO letter to apprise the appropriate authority in the Coastal State/ Union Territory.

Action by: Coastal States/UTs/COMCGs

8. Streamlining Procedure for Approval of OSD

D (FE) brought out that presently, the National Institute of Oceanography tests the intended brands

of oil spill dispersants and approves their use in Indian waters. The validity of the approval for any

brand is five years from the date of issue. Unless there is a change in the composition of the

approved product, there should be no need to seek fresh testing of the same product. D (FE)

added that facilities may however note that individual holdings of OSD would continue to be

required to be tested at the end of the expiry period.

Deliberations

The representative of NIO promptly concurred with the proposal of D (FE).

Decision

D (FE) may maintain publish list of approved dispersants accordingly. Point to be deleted.



CONCLUDING ADDRESS BY THE DGICG AT THE 19TH NOS-DCP AND

PREPAREDNESS MEETING AT CHENNAI ON 12 MAY 2014

Good Afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen,

1. We have come to the concluding part of the 19th NOS-DCP and Preparedness meeting

after a fruitful discussion of the agenda points. I am happy to see the active participation of all the

agencies during this NOS-DCP meeting. Surely, you all will agree that sincere efforts are being

taken by various agencies in their respective entities to enhance their response preparedness.

Evidently, the aim of the annual NOS-DCP meeting is being achieved to a large extent, however,

more needs to be done.

2. Many valuable suggestions have come forth to further enhance our oil spill response

preparedness. As the Central Coordinating Agency for combating major incidents of oil pollution

in Indian waters, the Coast Guard strives to continuously enhance its pollution response

preparedness at all levels. The release of the new draft national oil spill disaster contingency

plan is one such initiative. Indeed, it is the first revision of the NOS-DCP since it was first

promulgated in 1996.

3. The risk of oil pollution is only set to increase with newer ports and SPMs, increased

port calls by ships at existing ports and ageing of oil pipelines. The incidents at Mahul creek

and Uran have underscored our vulnerabilities and the imperative of enhanced vigil through

constant monitoring and adequate preventive measures. Hence, the online oil spill advisory

developed by the INCOIS is timely and pertinent and I commend the INCOIS for their good

work.

4. It is my strong belief that we stand to gain and enrich our collective knowledge and

experiences through our continuing engagements in the form of meetings, joint exercises

and other forums to emerge better prepared to tackle any issues relating to oil pollution

response.

Annexure ‘H’

(Refers to para 10)



5. Before I conclude, I would earnestly request all the concerned agencies to expedite

issues that are long pending and seek all necessary assistance from the Coast Guard where

necessary. I will particularly request that comments on the draft revised NOS-DCP may be

forwarded in a time bound manner so that the revised NOS-DCP may be implemented without

delay.

6. Finally, I would like thank the Commander, Coast Guard Region (East) and his team

for the excellent arrangements for the smooth conduct of this meeting. I would also like to

thank all the members who attended the meeting today and contributed to the debates and

discussions with fervent enthusiasm.

7. Last, but not the least, I would request all the agencies to prepare adequately for the

forthcoming monsoon season to respond to any eventuality of marine oil spill.

Thank you and Jai Hind.
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Annexure ‘J’

(Refers to para 11)

ACTIONABLE POINTS OF 19th NOS-DCP AND PREPAREDNESS MEETING

1. MbPT to progress drafting of oil spill contingency plan and establish Tier-1 pollution

response facilities at the earliest. RHQ (West) to facilitate.

MbPT

2. Coastal States to progress Local Contingency Plan for early promulgation. Regional

Commanders to facilitate progress and also write a DO letter to urge progress, if necessary.

All Coastal states/UTs

3. CGHQ to seek details of Chennai Port radar oil spill detection system and disseminate

to all concerned stakeholders. MoS will issue suitable directives requiring all major ports to be

equipped with radar oil spill detection capabilities in a time bound manner. MoS will also issue

suitable directives requiring DGLL to install oil spill detection capabilities in the Gulf of Khambat

VTMS radars. Ports and oil agencies to establish oil spill detection capabilities. MoS and MoPNG

to monitor progress.

Ports/Oil Agencies/CGHQ

4. Oil handling agencies are to suitably position resources at oil installations so as to ensure

spill response within the time limits specified for Tier-1 facilities. OISD is to issue suitable directives.

OISD/Oil agencies

5. D(FE) to pursue case with DG Shipping for exemption of crew competence requirements if

harbour crafts are deployed beyond SEZ for oil spill response. RHQ (North-West) to obtain insurance

documents of port tugs from M/s Adani Ports and forward to CGHQ. D(FE) to examine clauses.

Adani Port and SEZ/RHQ (North-West)/CGHQ

6. ONGC to forward a detailed report on subsea well intervention systems and subsea

dispersant application systems for offshore installations in Indian waters. D (FE) to examine

report and convene a meeting of all concerned to discuss modalities for its incorporation in the

facility contingency plan.

ONGC/CGHQ

7. Coastal States may initiate steps to establish shoreline response inventory mounted on a

trailer for ease of mobilization. Coast Guard Regional Commanders may facilitate the process

and also write a DO letter to apprise the appropriate authority in the Coastal State.

All Coastal States/COMCGs



Annexure ‘K’

(Refers to para 11)

PROGRAMME

19th NATIONAL OIL SPILL DISASTER CONTINGENCY PLAN

(NOS-DCP) & PREPAREDNESS MEETING

Date : 12 May 2014

Venue : Hotel GRT Grand, 120, Sir Thyagaraya Road, T Nagar, Chennai

TIME EVENT

0900 Delegates Arrive & Registration

0930 Chairman Arrives. Received by COMCG(East)

0933 Inaugural Address by the Chairman, NOS-DCP

0940 NOS-DCP overview by Commandant (JG) Amit Uniyal, Deputy Director(FE)

0955 “Sensitivity Mapping” presentation by Dr RS Kankara, Scientist F, ICMAM-PD

1010 “Online Oil Spill Advisory” presentation by Dr. Balakrishnan Nair, Head-ISG, INCOIS

1015 “Introduction to Revised NOS-DCP” by DIG AA Hebbar, Director (FE)

1030 Tea Break

1045 Review of Actionable Agenda of Previous Meetings

1145 Discussion on New Agenda Points

1245 Closing Address by DGICG

Lunch

Rig : 8As for Service Officers



Annexure ‘L’

(Refers to para 11)

19th NATIONAL OIL SPILL DISASTER CONTINGENCY PLAN (NOS-DCP)

AND PREPAREDNESS MEETING - 12 MAY 14

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

1. Vice Admiral Anurag G Thapliyal, AVSM & Bar

Director General
Indian Coast Guard

2. IG SPS Basra, YSM, PTM, TM

COMCG(West)
Indian Coast Guard

3. IG SP Sharma, PTM, TM

COMCG(East)
Indian Coast Guard

4. IG VSR Murthy, PTM, TM

COMCG(North-East)
Indian Coast Guard

5. IG K Natarajan, PTM, TM

COMCG(A&N)
Indian Coast Guard

6. IG KR Nautiyal, PTM,  TM

DDG(Ops & CS)
Indian Coast Guard

7. IG KS Sheoran, TM

COMCG(North-West)
Indian Coast Guard

8. DIG AKS Chauhan, TM

Chief Law Officer
Indian Coast Guard

9. DIG AP Badola
CSO(Ops)/RHQ(East)
Indian Coast Guard

10. DIG AA Hebbar, TM

Director (Environment)
Indian Coast Guard

11. DIG SS Dasila
CSO(Ops)/RHQ(North-West)
Indian Coast Guard

12. Comdt SK Singh
Oi/c PRT(East)
Indian Coast Guard

13. Comdt R Nath, TM

CSO(Ops)/RHQ(North-East)
Indian Coast Guard

14. Comdt JBS Virk
CSO (R&T)/RHQ(West)
Indian Coast Guard
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15. Comdt VK Vijay Kumar
Regional FE Officer/RHQ(East)
Indian Coast Guard

16. Comdt HS Serawat
CGA to DGICG
Indian Coast Guard

17. Comdt P Shyam Kumar
Oi/C PRT(A&N)
Indian Coast Guard

18. Comdt(JG) Amit Uniyal
Dy Director (FE)
Indian Coast Guard

19. Mr. N Muruganandam
Joint Secretary(Ports)
Ministry of Shipping

20. Mr. Irfan Ahmad Khan
Assistant Director(DM)
Ministry of Home Affairs/
Disaster Management Division -1

21. Ms Aparna Ganesan
Under Secretary
Ministry of External Affairs

22. Dr. RS Kankara
Scientist-F
Integrated Coastal and Marine
Area Management –
Project Directorate

23. Dr.  Balakrishnan Nair
Head ISG
Indian National Centre for
Ocean Information Services

24. Mr. SJ Prasad
Project Scientist-B
Indian National Centre for
Ocean Information Services

25. Cmde Rajiv Mehta
CSO & PD(Ops)
FODAG

26. Lt Cdr S Rajkumar
Rep from PD(NO)
Naval Officer In-charge
Tamil Nadu/Navy

27. Lt Cdr Abhishek
Rep from PD(NO)
Naval Officer In-charge
Tamil Nadu/Navy

28. Dr. Vethamony
Chief Scientist
National Institute of Oceanography

29. Mr. Kishor Kumar Darad
Head Environment
Directorate General of Hydrocarbons

30. Mr. Sudhir Kumar
Chief Engineer (Production)
Directorate General of Hydrocarbons

31. Mr. Dhirendra Singh Sindhu
Joint Advisor
National Disaster Management
Authority

32. Mr. SP Selvan
DIG South Zone, Chennai
National Disaster Relief Force
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33. Asst Comdt WN Sandrew
4th Battalion, Arakkonam
National Disaster Relief Force

34. Capt CM Srivastava
Senior Vice President(ISM & ISPS)
Shipping Corporation of India

35. Mr. Umesh Grover
Chief Executive Officer
Indian National Shipowners Association

36. Mr Jayakumar TC Ethiraju
Joint Chief Environmental Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

37. Mr. DM Thaker
Environment Engineer
Gujarat Pollution Control Board

38. Comdt(JG) Arun Saxena
Chief Ports Officer
Maharashtra Maritime Board

39. Capt M Anbarasan
State Port Officer(A/c)
Tamil Nadu Maritime Board

40. Capt T Srinivas
Harbour Master
Kandla Port Trust

41. Capt Anubhav Jain
DGM – Marine Services
Adani Ports and SEZ

42. Capt Anand W Karkare
Sr. Dock Master
Mumbai Port Trust

43. Mr. Jayant P Raval
Asst Manager(Safety)
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust

44. Capt Pankaj Nirmal
DGM Marine
JSW Jaigarh Port Ltd

45. Mr. Shekar
Pollution Control Officer
New Mangalore Port Trust

46. Capt Shaji Abraham
Manager Marine Pollution Control
Cochin Port Trust

47. Capt PT Sadanandan
Harbour Master
Chennai Port Trust

48. Mr. M Vijayan
AM(Safety)
Kamarajar Port Ltd

49. Capt US Behara
Pilot
VO Chidambaram Port Trust

50. Capt V Ramprasad
Harbour Master
Vishahkapatnam Port Trust

51. Mr. KV Rao
Joint Chief Env Engg
AP Pollution Control Board

52. Capt N Viswanathan
General Manager(Marine)
L&T Kattupalli Port



53. Mr. KD Gopinathan
Sr. Manager(Marine Operations)
MARG Karaikal Port Pvt Ltd

54. Capt Pradeep Kant Gaur
President(Marine)
Krishnapatnam Port Company Ltd

55. Dr. SS Kashyap
GM-Head Environment
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd

56. Dr JS Sharma
GM- Head Environment
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd

57. Mr. Harendra Singh
DGM(Chem)
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd

58. Mr. Pawan Kumar
General Manager(Mechanical)
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd

59. Mr. C Mathavan
DGM(P)
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd

60. Mr. R Gunasekharan
DGM(Mechanical)
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd

61. Mr. BP Babu
DGM(Chem)
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd

62. CDR (Retd.) RP Gupta
Chief Manager Security
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd

63. Mr. VK Thakral
GM-Head Safety
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd

64. Mr. Pradip KR Chakrabarti
Civ Mechanical
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd

65. Mr. KS Rao
DGM(Operations)
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd

66. PK Bansal,
General Manager(HSE)
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd

67. Mr. VC Sati,
General Manager, PHBPL
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd

68. Mr. Nipan Doley
Maintenance Manager, WRPL
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd

69. Mr. SK Chaudhuri
Chief Terminal Manager
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd

70. Mr. P Ambalagan
DGM(Chem)
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd

71. Mr. D Sarveswara Rao
Sr. Manager-Marine
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd

72. Mr. M Kannan
Vice President, HSEF
Reliance Industries Ltd
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73. Cdr(Retd) NV Rao
Head Shore Base(Operations)
Reliance Industries Ltd, Kakinada

74. Mr. Sanjay Kumar Mehta
Asst Vice President (COT)
Bharat Oman Refineries Ltd

75. Mr. S Viswanathan
Joint Manager - Safety & Environment
Chemplast Sanmar Ltd, Cuddalore

76. Mr. R Padmanabhan
Sr. Manager - PR
Chemplast Sanmar Ltd, Karaikkal

77. Mr. G Janakiraman
HSE Manager
Hindustan Oil Exploration Co. Ltd

78. Mr. Abhimanyu Biradar
Sr. Head - Hazira
Niko Resources Ltd

79. Mr. MS Sudarsan
DGM(Env)
Mangalore Refinery &
Petrochemicals Ltd

80. Mr. VM Ankalge
Sr. Executive
Finolex Industries Ltd

81. Mr. S Gopal
Sr. VP Operations
PPN Power Generating Co. Pvt Ltd

82. Mr. Abhay Sharma
Consultant - Offshore Security
Cairn India Limited

83. Mr. Vidiyala Ravi
Sr Manager - HSE
Cairn India Ltd

84. Capt Banshiva Ladva
Port Captain
Vadinar Oil Terminal Ltd
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